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Tech glitch in 1I'T admission gateway

TNN | Jun 25, 2014, 04.37 AM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Lucknow/Tech-glitch-in-lIT-admission-gateway/articleshow/37151495.cms

LUCKNOW: Candidates who qualified JEE Advanced, gateway for admissions to the coveted IITs, were disappointed on
Tuesday. The joint online choice filling and seat allocation portal - http://jeeadv.iitkgp.ac.in/ - that students should log
on to apply to take part in the central counseling process for admission to the IITs remained inaccessible even on last
day.

Several candidates eligible for admissions to IITs said the site had been from 11.30am on Tuesday. It was not operating
till evening. Many candidates failed to fill the choices for counseling process this year. Candidates claimed they have
been experiencing problems from Saturday, but clicking on the link led to a black page with the message "site is down
for maintenance (till 6.30pm). Will be up again," said Rajan Srivastava, a candidate.

[IT-Kharagpur, organising lIT for this year's JEE (Advanced), opened the page for candidates successful in the test to
upload their choices at 9am last Friday. Within 12 hours, the system appeared to face problems.

Late on Tuesday, JEE Advanced website stated "due to technical problems in the JEE(Adv)-2014 server on June 24, 2014,
deadline of Online Choice Filling has been extended up to 10 am of June 25, 2014 for appropriately compensating the
down time."


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Lucknow/Tech-glitch-in-IIT-admission-gateway/articleshow/37151495.cms
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I[ITian's Petition Asks HRD Ministery To Focus On EXisting
II'Ts Issue

BANGALORE: In keeping up with Presidents address and Prime Minister Narendra Modi's wish to establish an
IIT/IIM in every state, HRD minister Smriti Irani is working on the possibilities to open eight new IITs across
the country soon. But that is being met with opposition as an 11Tian who has asked to fix existing 1ITs first, as
reported by ET.

According to the online petition initiated by Digvijay Singh Patil, the possible change and idea to set up new
institution is not agreeable and has further asked the HRD Ministry to focus on the existing problems faced in
the recently built institutions. Patil, a third-year student of agricultural and food engineering from 11T
Kharagpur, exclaimed this statement on the website Change.org.

"Instead of setting up eight new IITs, I (an I1Tian) want you to focus on facilities and faculties of existing 1ITs.
Condition of many new I1Ts, set up in 2009, is pathetic. Many departments don't even have faculties,"” said the
petitioner. So far, the petition has received about 8,931 signatures.

Patil, who is interning with Nippon KOEI's research and development centre in Japan at the moment, started the
petition two weeks ago after the official word was out from the minister's plans online.

Patil said that, "I spoke to my friends from the newer 1ITs and they told me about the problems they were
facing. The biggest complaint is the condition of the hostels and campuses. New 1ITs offer fewer courses and in
fact, 1T Gandhinagar doesn't even have a sought-after course like computer science and engineering. Campus
placement in new IITs is not too good either, except in Hyderabad and Ropar."

He further added, "Many of these 11Ts do not even have their own campus and infrastructure right now. They
are operating from other institutes."

The ongoing petition from the 11Tian was done in such a way that every time a supporter signs the petition, a
notification email is sent to the official id of the HRD ministry. But it is still yet to receive any calls and emails
from the HRD minister on this matter.

Need to Enhance Research Quotient: Smriti Irani

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/Need-to-Enhance-Research-Quotient-Smriti-
Irani/2014/06/24/article2296925.ece

NEW DELHI: Union Minister for Human Resource Development Smriti Irani on Monday stressed the need for
enhancing research quotient at an interactive session held with the directors of 11Sc and 1ISERs here.

The Minister emphasised the need to have a robust interface with the research and development wing of the
Indian Institute of Science (11Sc) and Indian Institutes of Science Education and Research.


http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/Need-to-Enhance-Research-Quotient-Smriti-Irani/2014/06/24/article2296925.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/Need-to-Enhance-Research-Quotient-Smriti-Irani/2014/06/24/article2296925.ece
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Irani said it was very important to develop a national system of rankings which would work as a national
benchmark for various science education and research institutions to achieve.

“This will further help us to compete at an international level, and we must give special attention to South-
South collaboration,” the minister said. To increase international presence on the campus, the IISERs need
more publicity and creation of brand value, she said.

After a presentation on the goals and challenges faced by the 11Sc and 1ISERs, including infrastructure, capacity
building, research, international co-operation, patents, IPRs and publications in peer reviewed journals, the
minister also shared her views about Rashtriya Avishakar Abhiyaan. Irani said these institutes must promote
international co-operation in critical areas such as solar energy and plant genome and bio technology. She
suggested some areas of research with social impact such as pollution and impact on health, climate change and

productivity.

‘India does not spend enough on

HT Delhi

THE WAY FORWARD The Indian government should work towards its proposal to create
Navratna universities, on the lines of vy League universities, and nurture them selectively

Harinl Sream

® harmi s itind stwsrees con

Why Is It that Amerlca and
Europe produce the most
number of Nobel Laurentes
while India can only boast of
n fow such names? The reason,
as same vice chancellars and
professors polnt out, 18 that
India does not spend enough
o1 vesearch (n 16s universitles,

Discussing the need to re-
think research funcling strate-
gles In Indlis, as yort of a paned
deseussion during the launch of
Times Higher Education Asia
Unfversity Rankings 2014, VOs
and professors agresd that there
5 8 serlous Back of governnsent
meding tocarry out research in
Indian untversines. Prof Seved
E Hasnnn of 1IT Doy cited the
examples of Inftlatives inooun
tries 1iKe Korea, Japan, [reland,

ete, for which the government
gives a bare minimum funding
to universities and this spend
Increases sianiflcantly based on
the university's performance.
“Tt 15 fmportant o hand-hold
universitles (i the inital stages
and suppogt them with gener-
ous funcds. [n India, there isa
Aisgority In g timent funding
between research Institstions
and universities. Besides, the
Nding that most universitles
get 1s sometimes not even suf-
flckent to meet the salaries of
the stafl, leave akme tocarry ont
research,” he added

Pawan Agarwal, adviser,
higher education, Planning
Commission, said that the chal-
lenge 1les In deploying sedective
research funds. Comparing
public funding patterns in US
universities with that of Indes,
b acdcded that India has a fong

way to go. “For instance, the
National Institute of Health in
Marylamd, USA, spends more
than 1000 times the money that
Indian research Institutions do
on vesearch. Simitarly, while
In the US, universities receive
abot 45% fnding for facilties
andl servioes, Indiim unnersites
recelve beaween 0%, and 5%. A
research exeddlence frumenorik
(REF) Is non-existent in the oo-
textol Indlan universities,"” he
saud,

Even as efferts ave on (o
Increase the grass enralment
ratio (GER) in higher educa-
tion to 30% (from 1%% now) in
2020, Improving the quality of
research. teaching and Infra-
structure are paramount. Prof
SC Lakhotla of Banares Hindu
Unfversity (BHU) argued that
the focus should be an quality
aducsthon rather than resesrch,

“We must realise that unhverss-
ties are move than st science
and technology Our stadents are
compertmentalised as we have
ot domen our branches of
sty and densarcated univers)-
ties and research instimtions,
creating mare dispartty. Every
mstittion gees basic pablic (gov-
ernment) funding and we must
create a postductoral culture
0 the conntry. as this will help
prevent braln drain.” e sakl

Hasnain added that the gov-
ernment shoukl work towards
s proposal to create Navratna
universities (an the Hoes of vy
League universities) and nur
ture them selectlvely through
generous funding and more
ARTONOIMY

“We must atm to be in the top
ten In the Astan rankings and
e on to neake A mar¥ In the
warld rankings"™ he ackled.




